Reception Curriculum Map – 2025 - 2026
	Reception
	Autumn 1

Ourselves
Baseline (1 week)

Nursery rhymes (1 week)
Number rhymes & stories

You Choose (3 weeks)

Eat your Greens Goldilocks (2 weeks)

Leaf Man

Percy the Park Keeper stories (2 weeks)


	Autumn 2

Autumn
People who help us

Christmas
People who help us at school & home.

People who help us in an emergency.(4 weeks)
	Spring 1
Winter
Chinese New Year

One Snowy Night

One Winter’s Day 

(3 weeks)

Chinese New Year 

(2 weeks)

	Spring 2

Around the World
Easter

The Great Explorer

Giraffe & Frog

(4 weeks)

Easter 

(1 weeks)

	Summer 1

Spring

Eggs 
Spring (1 week)

The Ugly Duckling 

The very Hungry Caterpillar 

Frog Life cycle

 (4 weeks)

	Summer 2

Growing & Food
Fairy Tales

Jack and the Beanstalk

Jasper’s Beanstalk
(3 weeks)

 Fairy Tales

(3 weeks)

 

	Literacy

	Names

Labels

Linking sounds with letters
Use and understand  new vocabulary
Focus:
Name Writing
Drawing and labelling family members
Labelling favourite food
Labelling favourite activity
Phase 2 Phonics
	Linking sounds to letters

Form letters with care

Hear and initial and final sounds in words

Sequence stories
Use and understand  new vocabulary
Focus: 

Name Writing

Writing a Character Description
Designing and Labelling a New home

Cards
Phase 2 Phonics
	Initial, final and some middle sounds
To begin to write CVC words

Rhyme
Use and understand  new vocabulary
Focus: 

Role play Menu Writing
Information writing – sentences & captions
Speech Bubbles
Cards
Phase 3 Phonics
	Extend vocabulary through retelling

Use phonic knowledge to

Spell simple words and write simple captions
Use and understand  new vocabulary
Focus: 
Story writing
Designing and labelling maps

Writing lists
Information writing – sentences & captions
Phase 3 Phonics
	Use phonics to spell words and write sentences.

Write simple sentences

Read  and write high frequency words
Use and understand  new vocabulary
Focus: 

Story Writing
Labelling life cycles
Information writing – sentences & captions
Phase 4 Phonics
	Use phonics to spell words and write sentences.

Use our Phonic knowledge to read our own work out aloud.

Read  and write high frequency words
Use and understand  new vocabulary
Focus: 

Instructions
Designing Food labels
Bean diary

Story writing

Speech bubbles

Character descriptions


Phase 4 Phonics


	Communication and Language
	Listens and responds

Use language to imagine and

recreate roles

Describe events in detail – weekly news
Use new vocabulary throughout the day
Roleplay: House
Outdoor Roleplay: Santa’s Workshop
	Enjoy using

language

Listen attentively

Discuss Characters and sequence in stories
Describe events in detail – weekly news

Use new vocabulary throughout the day
Roleplay: House & clinic
Outdoor Roleplay:  Percy’s shed & Construction Site
	Respond to stories

Imagine/recreate roles
Describe events in detail – weekly news
Use new vocabulary throughout the day
Roleplay: Restaurant/ café
Outdoor Roleplay: Winter Wonderland
	Character and

sequence in stories
Retell the story

Describe events in detail – weekly news

Express ideas and feelings about their experiences
Use new vocabulary throughout the day
Roleplay: Explorer’s tent
Outdoor Roleplay:  Open ended roleplay

	Respond to and retell stories

Imagine/recreate

Roles
Describe events in detail – weekly news

Express ideas and feelings about their experiences

Use new vocabulary throughout the day
Roleplay: House

Outdoor Roleplay: Artists studio
	Respond to and retell stories

Use talk to organise thoughts and ideas.
Describe events in detail – weekly news

Express ideas and feelings about their experiences

Use new vocabulary throughout the day
Roleplay: Fairy tale castle

Outdoor Roleplay: Farm shop 

	Personal, Social and emotional development
	Relationships

Dress/undress

Follow class rules & routines

Shows awareness of own needs

Select and use resources

Independently

Kapow scheme: 

Self Regulation – My Feelings

	Respect cultures

Treat people with respect
Expect respect from

Others
Kapow scheme: 
Building relationships – special relationships.
RE – Special Times
	Motivation to learn

Try new activities

Use and select resources

Independently
Kapow scheme:

Managing self – Taking on challenges.
RE – Chinese New Year


	Right and wrong

Consequences of actions

Select activities

Use resources

Independently
Kapow scheme: 

Self-regulation – Listening and following instructions.
RE – Special Stories
	Right and wrong

Consequences of actions

Select activities

Use resources

Independently
Kapow scheme: 
Building relationships – My family and friends.

RE – Our Special World
	Show feelings

Develop concentration

Select activities 
Use resources independently
Kapow scheme: 
Managing self – My Wellbeing.

RE – Special Places

	Mathematics
NCETM planning

	Number recognition and  deep understanding of the numbers 

1-6.
Subitising within 3.

Counting skills.

Composition of 3 & 4.

Subitise objects & sounds.

Comparison of sets using language of more than/ less than.
Naming and describing 2Dshapes.

	Number recognition and  deep understanding of the numbers  7-10.
Counting skills up to 10 objects.

Match numerals & quantities within 10.

Comparison of sets using language of more than/ less than/ an equal number.

Whole & part.

Verbally counting to 20.
Repeating patterns/2-D shapes.
Size.
Positional language.

	Counting accurately up to 10 objects then beyond
Subitising within  & beyond 5 

Explore the structure of numbers 6, 7 & 8.

Focus on equal & unequal groups.
Counting using the “staircase” pattern.

Verbally counting to 20.

2D and 3D shapes


	Doubling.
Odd & even numbers.
Verbally counting beyond 20.

Measuring – weighing. 


	Counting larger sets of objects, actions and sounds.

Subitising to 6.

Composition of 5 & 10.

Comparison of quantities & numbers.

Track games.

Measuring – distance.
Money.
2D & 3DShapes.

	Subitising to 6.

Use of Rekenrek.

Automatic recall of number bonds to 5.

Composition of 10.

Comparison – 1 more & 1 less within 10.

Number patterns.

Measuring - Capacity

Money

Time



	Physical Development
	Keeping healthy

Describe change after

being active

Use small and large

equipment

Move with control and coordination

Awareness of space
Letter Formation
	Awareness of space

Use small and large

Equipment
Experiment with different movement skills
Move with confidence and imagination

Letter Formation
	Experiment with different movement skills
Travel around, under, over,

through

Awareness of space

Use small and large

equipment
Letter Formation
	Experiment with different movement skills
Move with

confidence and

imagination

Use small and

Large equipment

Handle materials with safety and control
 Letter Formation

	Use small and

Large equipment

Handle materials with safety and

Move with control, grace and coordination
Letter Formation
	Travel around,

under, over, through

Use small and

Large equipment

Awareness of space
Combining different movements together
Letter Formation
Being a safe pedestrian

	Understanding of the world
	Use senses to investigate the natural world around them
Talk about members of their family

Name and describe people familiar to them

Understand that some places are special to members of their community
Describe change after being active

Use ICT to support learning

Scientific enquiry: Senses
	Past and present.
To know some similarities and differences between things in the past and now.
Know about own

and others’ cultures and beliefs
Recognise that people have different beliefs and celebrate special times in different ways
Talk about members of the community
Understand the effects of the changing seasons  on the natural world
Scientific enquiry: Materials
	Understand that some places are special to members of their community
Know about own

and others’ cultures and beliefs

Recognise that people have different beliefs and celebrate special times in different ways
Scientific enquiry:  Freezing and Melting
	Draw information from a simple map
Know some similarities and differences between the natural world around them and contrasting environments

Recognise some environments that are different to the one in which they live
Scientific enquiry: Floating and Sinking
	Explore the natural world around them
Understand the effects of the changing seasons  on the natural world
Understand some important processes and changes in the natural world 

Scientific enquiry: Lifecycle of a duck Lifecycle of a caterpillar
Lifecycle of a frog

	Compare and contrast figures from the past
Know about own

and others’ cultures and beliefs.

Scientific enquiry:

Growing a bean plant 
Cooking – making jelly & soup.
Structures – building bridges.

	Expressive Arts and Design
	Explore2D/3D art

Explore sounds and

sing familiar rhymes and songs

Respond to senses creatively
Develop storylines in their play
	Explore 2D/3D art

Recognise musical

patterns and sing songs

Express ideas creatively
Develop storylines in their play

Watch and talk about dance and performance
	Explore 2D/3D art

Move to music and

sing songs in a group
Use imagination

creatively
	Explore 2D/3D art

Recognise musical

patterns and

sing songs

Express ideas creatively
	Explore 2D/3D art

Move to music and

sing songs 
Respond to senses creatively
Create collaboratively
	Explore 2D/3D art

Explore sounds and

sing songs 
Use imagination creatively
Create collaboratively

	Visits &
Events

	Visit from Personal trainer to talk about healthy eating & exercise.
Stay and Play for Parents.
	Autumn walk.

Visit from Police/ fire/ nurse/ dentist.
Christmas performance.
	Winter walk.
Stay and Play for Parents.
	Walk to local park – what do we see on the way?
Stay and Play for Parents.
	Spring walk.

Stay and Play for Parents.

	Visit to Imagine That/ Visit to Ormskirk library on the train.
Right Start Pedestrian training.
Parents picnic on the field.


